
How to apply the red watermark to your thesis/dissertation document 
 
NOTE: Applying the red watermark to your document can help you more easily see where your text 
and page numbers should fall. The red watermark is meant to act as a guide; if your text is bumping 
up against the margin or barely poking out past it, that is fine and does not need to be adjusted, as 
long as your document is set up using the correct margins (All top margins: 1.25”, all left margins: 
1.25”, all right margins: .75”, all bottom margins: 1.25”). 
  
First, download and save the red watermark file to your computer. To add the red watermark onto the 
PDF copy of your dissertation, please follow these steps: 
  

1. In Adobe, click on the “Tools” tab. 
2. Click on “Edit PDF.” 
3. Click on the “Watermark” tab, and then “Add.” 
4. It will then ask you for a watermark to add on top of the document. Select the file that we’ve 

included on our website. 
5. You will also need to deselect the “Scale relative to target page” option. 

  
You can remove the watermark after you’re done by selecting Edit PDF > Watermark > Remove. 
 


